CATCH A WEB - MAKE A WEB

Mat eri al s needed: Cardboard, tal cum powder, white gl ue.

(Spi der webs are extrenely delicate and very beautiful. (Eric Carle--The Very
Hungry Spi der). To catch a spider web, you do have to be very careful and use
gent| e hands. The hardest thing is that they are difficult to see before you

and after you have preserved it, but if you can do it--it is worth it.)

First find a spider web; preferably one hanging in an open space so it will be
easier for you to see. Blow sone talc over the web. It should cover it in a
fine layer. Next. spread a |ayer of glue over a piece of black cardboard and
carefully bring the cardboard up behind the web. The object is to quickly,
gently and carefully catch the web and stick the web to the cardboard wi t hout
changing its shape-- so push the cardboard agai nst the web very gently. Cut
the web around the a cardboard so that it is no |longer attached to its origina
supports. To preserve the web, cover it with adhesive -backed plastic or spray
it with varnish

MAKE A \\EB:
Mat eri al s Need:

Fine string or crochet thread
Liquid starch

Bl ack paper
Place fine string or crochet thread in liquid starch. G ve each child a
sufficient |ength. Have each child create his/her web by manipulating the

string that has been soaked in starch on the black paper
WH CH COLOR DO | NSECTS LI KE BEST?

Make cardboard squares about 12 inches by 12 inches and paint themdifferent
colors: yellow, red, blue, green, pink, orange, |avender, purple, black. Lay
the card squares on the grass on a warm sunny day. Find out which is the nost
popul ar color by keeping a record/chart of the insects that visit each col or

LADYBUGS

Ladybug, l|ady bug, fly away hone,
your house is on fire and your
children are al one.

Sonme people think this is a warning for | adybugs because in Septenber farmers
used to burn their hop fields, which were full of |adybugs.

Ladybugs have very few enenmies. Gardeners |ike |adybugs--1 love them don't
you? They eat lots of insects that wll harmour garden plants. VWi | e

| adybugs taste very nasty to other insects, but you can make your own for snacks
which are very tasty!

LADYBUG COXI ES

For each child

I digestive



m ni chocol ate chi ps
red, yellow or orange tinted icing (frosting)
thin black licorice

Directions: Have each child spread a |layer of frosting on the digestive. Use a
length of licorice to visually divide it in half. Add chocolate chips for
spots and licorice for antennae. Enj oy!

I nventing Insects

From wal ki ng sticks to | ady bugs, insects have nanes, defenses and disgui ses.
Let’ s nmake sone new i nsects. Provide a |large selection of arts/crafts
supplies such as col ored construction paper, buttons, yarn, glitter, tissue
paper, pipe cleaners, felt, etc. Ask each child to make a nodel of his newy
found insect/ m ni beast. G ve each child a large index card to wite the nane
of his newy discovered insect, description of its habitat, and speci al
features. The bigger the bugs and beasts the better! Hang them fromthe
ceiling and throughout the roon

Us and Them -- excellent math reinforcenent

Even t hough humans are very different frominsects, we do have sinmlarities.
Make a large wall chart and conplete it under the student’s direction. After
di scussing the simlarities and differences that humans and bugs share, use the
chart as a springboard for a math | esson and reinforcenent activities. Pose
guestions such as “If two insects are in a room al one, how nany legs are in the
roonf” “1f you' re counting noses, how many woul d you count on three people
and three insects?” Use children as people and insects in the front of the
class to “denonstrate”.



