Jesus’ Christmas Party – Y5

Characters: 



Props:

Innkeeper



2 big blankets

Mary 




1 small blanket

Joseph




baby doll

Shepherds



Bed for innkeeper / blankets


3 Kings





Choir of Angels


FX: spotlight for star shining on innkeeper

Narrator



electric candle for innkeeper

Costumes:

Angels – white tabards, tinsel ties round waist and head

Big star for chief angel

Shepherds – brown / black / grey tunics + tea towel tied round head (or Arab sand scarves)

Mary and Joseph – blue tunics – Mary has pale blue scarf.

Sound FX: 

Various percussion instruments – wood blocks, coconut halves, wood sticks for walking sounds, cabasa for key turning / jangling keys.

Drum for door shutting

3 people doing the knocking / buzzer / dingdong sound – voices.

Busy Inn scene – lots of drinking and eating and chatting.

Innkeeper enters in bad mood:

Don’t you folks know what time it is?

All:

No??

Innkeeper:

It’s bedtime now CLEAR OFF TO YOUR ROOMS, THE LOT OF YOU!

People leave, muttering ‘how rude’ etc.

Innkeeper:

THAT’S more like it… time for a long nap…  (goes to bed and makes a fuss of getting in)

FX: lights low as he ‘blows’ out candle – switch candle off.

Narrator with torch – shines torch in own face so Audience can see him/her/them

Innkeeper asleep onstage

Narrator:

There was nothing the innkeeper liked more than a good night’s sleep. But that night there was a knock on the door.

FX: 3 knocks, a buzzer and a ‘ding dong’

Innkeeper: (sighs and moans)  “oh no…”  gets out of bed, picks up and lights candle, walks ‘downstairs (FX: tramping feet sound by several people) opens door (clunk sound from percussion)  meets Mary and Joseph who have just entered. Takes one look at them and says:

No room

Joseph:

But we’re tired and have travelled night and day. 

(Mary is rubbing her back and sticking out her cushion-tummy)

 Innkeeper: in a quick automatic way

There’s only the stable round the back. Here’s 2 blankets. (shoves blankets at Joseph, Mary looks sad) Sign the register. (they sign, he snatches the register back). Mary and Joseph go ‘round the back’ offstage.

Narrator: 

Then he shut the door (innkeeper shuts it hard – drum beat), 

climbed the stairs, got into bed and went to sleep. 

 (Action as described. It is repeated exactly the same every time )

But, later there came another knock at the door.

FX: 3 knocks, a buzzer and a ‘ding dong’

(Inkeeper gets out of bed as before)

Joseph:

Excuse me. I wonder if you could lend us another, smaller blanket?

Innkeeper:

There. One smaller blanket. Keep it.

Narrator: 

Then he shut the door (innkeeper shuts it hard – drum beat), 

climbed the stairs, got into bed and went to sleep. 

 (Action as described. It is repeated exactly the same every time )

FX: lights dim 

but then a bright light woke him up.

FX: spotlight straight on innkeeper

(Inkeeper gets out of bed as before, but goes right ‘outside’ to look at light)

Narrator: 

Then he shut the door (innkeeper shuts it hard – drum beat), 

climbed the stairs, drew the curtains (FX: lights and spot dim )

got into bed and went to sleep. 

 (Action as described. It is repeated exactly the same every time )

Narrator:

But then there was ANOTHER knock on the door.

FX: 3 knocks, a buzzer and a ‘ding dong’

(Inkeeper gets out of bed as before, spotlight shines bright on him again, he blinks)

Shepherds:

We are 3 (as many as needed) shepherds.

Innkeeper: (very annoyed)

Well, what’s the matter? Lost your sheep?

Shepherds:

We’ve come to see Mary and Joseph.

Innkeeper: (yelling)

ROUND THE BACK! (doesn’t wait, but slams door and stomps off while……)

Shepherds exit round the back and off…

Narrator:

Then he shut the door, climbed the stairs, got into bed and went to sleep. 

 (Action as described. It is repeated exactly the same every time )

but there was yet ANOTHER knock on the door.

FX: 3 knocks, a buzzer and a ‘ding dong’

Innkeeper is pulling hair out and making a cartoon outraged face. (Inkeeper gets out of bed as before)

3 Kings:

We are 3 Kings. We’ve come…

Innkeeper: (at the top of his voice)

ROUND – THE – BACK!!! (Kings cringe / jump / run with ‘big runs’ round the back and off.) Innkeeper stands fuming watching them go then….

Narrator:

He SLAMMED the door, climbed the stairs, got into bed and went to sleep. (done with lots of anger and much stomping)

But THEN a chorus of singing woke him up. Angels enter and run gently from one side of the stage to the other and off as the music plays.

FX: CD with Hark the Herald Angels Sing –short burst, which fades slightly as the angels exit, but continues to play softly in the background 

Innkeeper : 

RIGHT  - THAT DOES IT!! 

Inkeeper gets out of bed as before, but stomps determinedly to the front of the stage and is blinded by the light where he stops and is shielding his eyes. During this the whole cast emerge silently onto the stage from each side and make the nativity tableau in the centre.

Innkeeper: turning and looking 

WHAT IS GOING ON?!  ( Music fades out completely)

All (in a loud stage whisper): 

SSHHHHHH! You’ll wake the baby!

Innkeeper:

BABY?

All: 

Yes, a baby has this night been born.

Innkeeper (cross voice):

Oh? (Looks into manager and looks up at Mary who smiles) OH! (voice changes to ‘happy’) Isn’t he LOVELY!

Narrator:

And just at that moment, suddenly his anger seemed to fly away.

Infact, he thought he was SO special that he woke up ALL the guests at the inn, so that they could come and have a look at the baby too.

So no one got much sleep that night! 

FX: Music – Hark the Herald Angels Sing up loud as lights fade to black

