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Early Years Policy

Our school is very special and quite unique, as are the pupils, teachers and members of the wider community we serve. 

Everyone takes responsibility for the wellbeing of others particularly for those who are younger.

We aim to provide quality teaching and learning throughout a child's stay in our school. We begin when a child first enters school by securing quality provision for all new entrants irrespective of gender, race or social background. As a small school we are particularly well placed to meet the needs of the individual child and ensure this by adhering to the following underlying principles of quality provision recommended by the North Yorkshire Early Years Partnership. 
· Early learning should start from what the children already know and should acknowledge that there is potential in all children which must be accessed through the activities they are engaged in.
· Early Years are the formative years during which time the whole child must develop at his/her own rate of progress.
· Early learning shapes attitudes to knowledge and to others.
· Early experiences form the foundations for life and are also valid in themselves.
· Early learning should give children time and space to grow.

· Early learning is holistic and interactive, it is best presented by first hand experience.

· Early learning is continual and continuously shifting through interaction.

· Quality play is fundamental to early learning.

· Confidence, self-discipline and self-motivation are highly valued in early learning.

· Comfort, safety and security are essential for early learning.

· Children must develop self-esteem and independence through their early experiences.

· The adults to whom the children relate are of central importance to their development.

· Children will follow an Early Years curriculum which works towards the Early Learning Goals for the Foundation Stage as recommended by QCA.

· The curriculum is planned to be:

active - based on hands on involvement.

personally meaningful - what children are interested in.

experiential - learning by doing.

exploratory - curiosity as a key motivator.

developmentally appropriate - matching age and stage.

social - stressing co-operation.

creative - using invention and imagination.

process-orientated - help given in appropriate stages.

integrated - holistic approach to learning.

rigorous - stressing the children's responsibility.

Through this children develop a sense of self, self-worth and an ability to put that alongside a sense of others.

We encourage a 'sense of others' in all aspects of school life and remind all the children of how they are 'role models' for each other. As adults we have an even greater responsibility to 'set a good example' and therefore we encourage the children to listen as well as talk. We are also very aware of them listening and watching us even when we are not in direct conversation with them, as they do you! 

We feel very strongly that the partnership and communication with parents should be an open and honest one, built on mutual trust and respect. During the first half term in school the children will participate in some Baseline Assessment Activities which provide us with an objective assessment of our 'starting point' and a reference point from which to judge their subsequent progress. 

The children are closely monitored and we hold consultation meetings twice a year, however if the need arises we are willing to make appointments to meet with parents at other times. An Annual written report is given at the end of each Academic Year. 

Parents are the first and most important educator of a child and like the staff have the meeting of their needs at top of their agenda. The needs of young children are similar, indeed they generally remain the same throughout life! They are:

· to be happy;

· to develop warm secure relationships with adults and peers;

· to communicate their ideas, feelings and experiences and needs, in verbal and non-verbal ways;

· to explore, experiment, observe and discover;

· to master the basic physical skills and develop control of the large and fine muscles;

· to begin to value the culture, religion, race and language of 'self' and others;

· to enter into the world of imagination and role play;

· to develop skills and concepts that will provide a good foundation for future learning;

· to develop confidence and independence;

· to develop the ability to make choices and decisions;

· to succeed;

· to be creative and appreciate the creativity of others;

· to become aware of, question and adopt, moral and social values;

· to develop an awareness of their school and community environment;

· to feel that home and school are in harmony;

· to be given time to be a child and not rush through childhood.

Everyone in our school community has an active role to play as an Educator, 'role model' and caring friend. From day one our older children, along with the adults in school, work hard to blend all those essential ingredients together to provide a stimulating, caring and secure environment that ensures the quality provision all children need and deserve. 

PAGE  
Early Years Policy

