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1. AIMS

· To develop children's visual perception and the skills associated with investigating and making in art, craft and design

· To encourage children to see through 'new eyes' by drawing and painting from close observation

· To develop visual literacy, knowledge and understanding of art including history of art, and the diverse artistic traditions that this encompasses

· To enable children of all abilities to enhance self esteem through success in using taught skills. To enable children to apply these skills to other areas of the curriculum in terms of presentation and organisation

· To use the work of children and established artists to provide a colourful and stimulating environment throughout the school

2. CONTENT

The art curriculum allows children to experience the main areas of artistic study as defined in the National Curriculum.

Our teaching enables children to have opportunities to:

a. Communicate their feelings and ideas in visual form based on what they observe, remember and imagine.

b. Develop an idea or theme for their work drawing on visual and other sources and discuss their methods.

c. Experiment with and apply their knowledge of the elements of art, choosing appropriate media.

d. Modify their work in the light of its development and their original intentions.

e. Identify different types of art, craft and design and their purposes.

f. Begin to identify the characteristics of art in a variety of genres from different periods, cultures and traditions, showing how some knowledge of the related historical background.

g. Make imaginative use in their own work of a developing knowledge of the work of other artists.

h. Relate artwork to other areas of the curriculum for example, Greek history.

i. Design and present work for display.

3. TEACHING STYLES
There is a mixture of practical work and theory.

Children have the chance to work individually and collaboratively.

Children have the opportunity to look closely at artefacts, objects (including their own work) and talk about them with others.

Children look closely at the natural and man-made world and record what they see.

Children have the opportunity to study the works of established artists and to discuss the techniques, skills and meanings that are represented in that work.

Children are provided with a variety of materials, tools, and resources for practical work.

Children are provided with activities which develop their experience of tools, techniques, media, language, line, shape, colour, texture and pattern.

Children are taught to use tools safely and to organise and care for materials and equipment.

Children are encouraged to plan and revise their work, questioning, comparing and explaining ideas.

4. MANAGEMENT

To ensure that the programme of work is achieved the following broad outline of work at KS 1+2 is used.

Investigating and Making at KS1+2

a - Develop recording skills from direct observation and imagination. To make connections between ideas and resulting work.

b - To collect information from a variety of sources by making plans and sketches to develop as appropriate.

c - To develop the child’s knowledge of tools, materials and techniques encouraging a process of refinement.

d - To encourage experimentation with line and tone in the making of images.

e - To encourage an understanding of colour mixing through both formal instruction and experimentation.

f - To encourage experimentation with pattern making and texture through both 2D and 3D work.

g - Plan and make 3D structures in a variety of media.

h - Use progressively appropriate vocabulary to talk about children’s work, the work of their peers and the work of established artists. Recognise how children might consequently develop their work.

Knowledge and Understanding

 a - Develop an appreciation of the ideas, materials and methods used by artists, craftspeople and designers both in school and the wider world.

b - Identify how the appearance of a work of art reflects its context in time and place, e.g. ideas, beliefs, values and technology.

c - Develop recognition of pattern, texture, form space, tone, line, shape and perspective in the appreciation and production of images and artefacts.

d - Compare their own ideas and work to that of their peers and established artists from the community and different times and cultures.

5. ICT AND ART
Art has close links with new technology and there are increasing opportunities to plan, develop, complement and present visual work through, for example, the computer.

- Communicating information in visual form:

 posters, labels, cards for special occasions, diagrams,

plans, graphs, magazines, newsletters, opportunities to 

experiment with pattern and picture libraries.

- Using the Internet to investigate and retrieve information:

finding and interrogating sites for information about and examples of famous artists and their work.

6. ASSESSMENT

Monitoring 

· Informal ongoing assessment by Classteacher to include marking of work, and discussion with both parallel Classteacher and child. 

· Collection of work in sketchbooks to ensure progression. This is to include yearly samples of 1 drawing from nature, 1 imaginative work and one portrait of a person.

Differentiation

· By outcome, choice of materials and task.
Progression

· This is ensured by planning to the Scheme of Work, monitoring of sketchbooks by Classteachers and art co-ordinator, and periodic agreement trialing by staff to ensure progression.

· Termly plans are available to the co-ordinator and linked to year plans.

7. RESOURCES
Investigating and Making

· There is a central resource area contained within the art stock cupboard. Papers are stored in here with access to all staff.

· Most classrooms have their own sink. Each class teacher organises specific art areas, which are flexible in use but meet their ever-changing needs. 

· Class teachers hold a small amount of stock within their rooms to meet their immediate needs.

· Any shortages in material needs are communicated to either the Art co-ordinator or the office staff with particular responsibility for that task. 

· Any advice concerning the approach to teaching any of the aspects of Art education mentioned within this policy are communicated to the Art co-ordinator.

· Classroom organisation must allow easy access to materials.

Knowledge and Understanding

· Postcards, posters and prints.

· Books on techniques.

· Books on general / specific artists.

· Library resources for children.

· Library resources for teachers.

· Art collection.

· Co-ordinator acts as support in providing background knowledge and provision of visual material.

Artists for each year group and art traditions / styles:

	Year Group
	Artists
	Tradition / Style

	Nursery
	Gainsborough / Degas
	Landscapes

	Reception
	Picasso / Renoir
	Portraits

	Year 1
	Gaugin / Warhole
	Pointilism

	Year 2
	Mondrian / Turner
	William Morris

	Year 3
	Escher / Stubbs
	Celtic Art

	Year 4
	Kandinsky / Lowry
	Henry Moore


Specific tasks for year groups:

	Year Group
	Techniques
	Materials

	Nursery
	Single flower observation
	Threading 

	Reception
	Printing with vegetable blocks
	‘Junk’ modelling

	Year 1
	Clay thumb pots
	Running stitch

	Year 2
	Quilting / Batik
	Cross stitch and over-stitch

	Year 3
	Mod roc modelling 
	Wool winding

	Year 4
	Double printing on cotton / Soap carving
	Weaving
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